. Scheme of leaf species treatments used in the feeding experiment: (a) initial setup included microcosms with mesh bags containing non-colonised leaf discs of alder (A), oak (O) and eucalypt (E) in all possible combinations (3, 2 and 1 leaf species) plus discs of the 3 leaf species colonised in a stream for 2 weeks (initial inoculum); (b) after 1 month, the old inoculum was discarded and leaf discs in the mesh bags were used as inoculum for new microcosms containing new mesh bags with non-colonised leaf discs, and keeping leaf species treatment constant. This procedure was repeated under aseptic conditions every month for 6 months.

